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6 must-do attractions in So Cal
Space adventures, high-end chocolate and aquatic fun in Southern California
By Suzanne Wright

According to the
Urban Dictionary
a “Zonie” is an

Arizona resident that
“invades beach towns
in California during the
summer causing traffic
jams, and straight up
annoying the population
of the local town.” Of
course, Californians are
much less annoyed by
the dollars we spend in

their state. We Zonies
accept the moniker with
good humor because the
state to our immediate
left has a bumper crop of
attractions that beckon us
throughout the summer
months. Here are some
of our latest favorites.

MAKE A SPLASH
Aquatica San Diego,
located near SeaWorld,

opens Memorial Day
weekend for its second
season with a variety of
water experiences for
guests, from the serene
to the extreme. There are
dozens of slides and rides,
but new this year is the
high-speed racing water
slide dubbed the Taumata
Racer. Riders will zoom
down a 375-foot slide,
around a 180-degree

swooping turn, and in
and out of tunnels before
crossing the finish line.
Visitors can also frolic
in one of southern
California’s largest wave
pools or sunbathe on a
sandy beach and then
retreat to a spacious
private cabana.
Learn more:
aquaticasandiego.com.

CALLING ALL
ASTRONAUTS
The Space Shuttle
Endeavour saw 25
missions and traveled
nearly 123 million
miles before making a
historic 12-mile journey
through the streets
of Los Angeles. One
of the most advanced
aeronautical systems in
existence, Endeavour’s
temporary home is
the California Science
Center. On public
display only since
2013, the Endeavour
will ultimately be the
centerpiece of the
Samuel Oschin Air and
Space Center slated to
open in 2018. Meanwhile,
would-be explorers can
experience its sleek
grandeur, along with
a companion exhibit

featuring images and
artifacts that explain the
shuttle program and its
importance to California,
where the orbiters were
built.
Learn more: California
sciencecenter.org

WHERE GOURMET
MEETS GLAMOUR
Indulge your sweet tooth
affordably and walk
off the calories in LA’s
swankiest neighborhood
with the Beverly Hills
Chocolate Walking Tour.
During the two and a
half hour tour, guests
sample the best of
Beverly Hills’ high-end
chocolatiers including
Vosges, Beverly Hills
Brownies and Sprinkles.
There are regular star
sightings along the
route; Britney Spears,
Usher and Sylvester
Stallone have recently
been spotted. Coinciding
with Beverly Hills’ 2014
centennial, the company
just completed its
100th tour. Tours are
suitable for adults and
children 12 and older
and are wheelchair
accessible.
Learn more: beverly
hillschocolatetours.com
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Aquatica San Diego, SeaWorld’s Waterpark, is loaded with twisting-turning watersides
and attractions.


