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Even if you’ve attended past festivals, you’ll want to 
clear your calendar for this year’s Wild West Days, 
Arizona’s largest western celebration. Starting Oct. 29 
and running through Nov. 2, the free event features 
five days of nonstop family entertainment with 
returning favorites and new experiences. 

“Wild West Days is a celebration of our historical 
heritage,” says Evelyn Johnson, executive director of 
the Cave Creek Museum. “Cave Creek has a reputation 
for being a bit rowdy in the old days that it earned 
with residents who were ‘colorful’ and a woman deputy 
sheriff that was a ‘crack shot’ that moonshiners 
watched for. Only in Cave Creek can you go to a 
restaurant and hear the jingle of spurs or have a 

hitching post that has a horse tied up to it or a 
corral in the parking lot. We are proud of our western 
heritage and this is an opportunity to embrace it.”

The museum, which has hosted children’s events such 
as gold panning and brand making, will unveil new 
artifacts including a saddle, washing machine, bolo 
ties and Arizona’s Greatest Battle, an exhibit on loan 
from Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community. It 
chronicles the last large-scale native-against-native 
skirmish in American history and the single biggest 
battle in state history, which happened 157 years 
ago and lasted just two hours. Illustrations, maps and 
carefully recreated weapons that were used by both 
sides of the conflict will bring it to life.

Old Favorites 
Though it doesn’t kick off until 9 
a.m. on Saturday morning, you’ll 
want to arrive early and stake out 
your viewing spot for Arizona’s 
only non-motorized parade. For the 
first time, a live cattle drive will 
precede the parade’s start by 10 
minutes, followed by participants 
on foot, on horseback or in 
wagons. The Cartwright family will 
serve as grand marshals for this 
year’s parade.

“If you need something to put a 
smile on your face, watch mutton 
bustin’,” says Patty Pollnow, the co-
chair of Wild West Days. “The four- 
to seven-year-olds are as cute as 
can be and the parents are as 
excited as the children.” Mutton 
bustin’ happens on Saturday at 11 
a.m. at The Buffalo Chip Saloon.

The Wild West Days golf tournament 

Writer Suzanne Wright
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returns to Rancho Manana, a former dude ranch, on 
Thursday. The scramble format suits both beginning 
and seasoned players; Pollnow expects Walmart to 
sponsor 48 golfers. For $125 per person or $500 per 
foursome, you’ll enjoy time on one of the Valley’s 
most scenic courses, plus a post-play steak dinner; a 
silent auction with electronics, jewelry and art among 
the items; and an awards ceremony at Harold’s Cave 
Creek Corral. Spouses can accompany a player for 
just $20. 

A longstanding feature of the festival, the bathtub 
races, are also back this year. 

“It’s a kick in the pants,” says Pollnow. “It’s hard to 
say which is more fun, the construction of the tubs 
or the competition.” Watch the wheeled tubs fly down 
the street at 1 p.m. on Saturday at Frontier Town. 

Cowgirls of all ages compete for the crown of Miss 

Wild West Days on Saturday night at Harold’s. The 
contest starts at 8 p.m. and contestants are required 
to don cowboy hats and boots. 

As always, those who want a souvenir can purchase a 
one-of-a-kind, limited edition art poster from legendary 
cowboy artist Lance Headlee.

New Twists 
Seeking someone to swing dance with? You might 
just lasso your mate at the first-ever bachelor/
bachelorette auction, the brainchild of Ms. Wild West 
Days herself, Kristin Lewis. Bidders aged 21 or older 
will pay just $20 for a paddle that nets them an 
appetizer and drink, along with the opportunity to 
vie for their favorite cowboy or cowgirl. Half of the 
proceeds will go to the charity of their choice and 
the other half goes to the Cave Creek Merchants 
Association. Dress to impress on Wednesday at 8 
p.m. at the Buffalo Chip.

Under new ownership, Stagecoach Village is also 
a venue for several activities. On Halloween night, 
the Wild West Gala at The Stagecoach will feature 
a white tablecloth catered dinner, live country 
music and dancing. And check out vendors at 
the village throughout the day on Saturday for 
clothing, Western artifacts, live entertainment, a 
rock climbing wall and food trucks.

Though many towns mount a western celebration, 
Johnson says Wild West Days’ jam-packed 
schedule stands apart.

“Our western heritage is a way of life,” she says. 
“It’s the way we treat people and the way we lead 
our lives with respect to each other, community 
and this region of the desert.” 

For an up-to-the-minute schedule of all Wild West 
Days happenings, log onto wildwestdayscavecreek.com.
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Writer Suzanne Wright

Maybe I’m biased, but I believe the Southwest is the most distinctive and iconic region in the United States. For 
starters, there’s the expansive sky, the rugged mountains, the seemingly endless horizon and the stunning sunsets. 
The blooming cacti, the smell of creosote after rain and the chattering of Gambel’s quail. There’s the architecture, so 
harmonious with nature. The sunrise, sunset, the ever changing light … the silence.

It’s also the things we collect, display and wear, the things that punctuate our indoor and outdoor spaces, that 
telegraph our pride in place. Both first-time visitors as well as longtime residents can tick off a list of things that 
memorably represent our region. Things that embody the authentic Southwestern spirit, our western hospitality, our 
originality and our heritage.
 
I’m someone who adopted Cave Creek as home in 2011. Though I lived the majority of my life in the Southeast, the 
Southwest has long lived inside of me. Many of our readers have similarly staked a claim in Arizona.

The irrepressible Valerie Watters, owner of Valerie’s Furniture & Accents, has been doing business in Cave Creek for 
25 years. She was happy to share her thoughts on some of the things that evoke the Southwest for her.

The following is our salute to Southwestern style. Though this is by no means a comprehensive list – that would take 
a book! – we think you will agree that these are indelible symbols of the Southwest.  

Bolo Ties
When Southwestern gentlemen of a certain age get dressed up, they often sport a bolo tie. This wearable art dates 
back to the late 1890s, when both Native American and Anglo men sported the iconic neckwear.

Local source: In 2011, the Heard Museum held an exhibit of Native American bolo ties. Their gift shop is one of the 
best sources in the Valley for genuine, handcrafted Native American jewelry.

Boots
You might be surprised to learn that it was Attila the Hun and his marauding nomads who were the first to wear 
pointed boots with two-inch heels; it was all about the fit of the foot in the stirrup. Today, cowboy boots are 
essential gear not only for the working cowboy but also for fashionable men and women who like the swagger and 
style they provide.

Local source: Cave Creek Cowboy Company has a wide selection of men and women’s styles, including such brands 
as Corral and Old Gringo.

Turquoise 
Though turquoise comes in green and white 
versions, it’s the bright blue hues, from robin’s 
egg to teal, which are internationally prized. It’s 
been said that wearing turquoise jewelry is like 
“wearing a piece of sky.” When set in silver, as 
in Native American squash blossom necklaces, 
the look is timeless.

Local sources: Numerous local merchants, 
including Ortega’s and Wild West Pawn. 

Photographer Bryan Black
Product photos taken at Spur Cross Trading Post
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CHILI RISTRAS
From Santa Fe to Scottsdale, ristras – twine-
strung dried red chilies – are a popular 
outdoor welcome decoration, especially on 
adobe homes and shops. They are said to 
bring good health and good luck. 

Local source: Buffalo Bill’s Trading Post offers 
a great selection of sizes, along with wreaths 

during the holidays.  

DREAMCATCHERS
The best dreamcatchers are handmade 
Native American objects constructed 
using a willow hoop woven with a 
loose netlike web and decorated with 
sacred objects such as feathers, beads 
and stones. Hung above the bed, they 
are a charm to protect the sleeping – 
especially children – from nightmares.

Local sources: Many souvenir shops offer 
mass-produced, inexpensive versions. 
Auctions, trading posts and gift shops of 
museums in the Southwest are the best 
places to seek an original.

SKULL & HORNS
The bleached skulls and horns of steer, 
sheep, elk and deer are classic Western 
décor. Whether tacked above entrances to 
ranches or inside the most contemporary, 
upscale homes, they add organic appeal. 
When inlaid with turquoise or coral, they 
exude Southwestern character. 

Local source: Visit the Spur Cross Trading Post. 

Cowboy HaTS
Recognized worldwide, the cowboy 
hat is a piece of American history 
that was developed for the harsh 
conditions associated with our 
nation’s westward advancement.

Local source: Watson’s Hat Shop uses 
American materials and hat making 
techniques from the early 1900s to create 
custom toppers for men and women. 
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Day of the Dead
Dia de los Muertos is a Mexican tradition honoring friends 
and family members who have died. Many Valley cities 
host celebrations each year on the first two days of 
November. Participants  often don skull masks and create 
altars in memory of deceased relatives.

Local source: The Desert Botanical Garden brings 
its 12th annual festival to life through song, dance, 
storytelling and food.

Hides
Cowhide and leather are Southwestern design staples. 
Cowhide rugs pillows and tooled leather ottomans and 
furniture are always on trend. 

Local sources: Check out Big Bronco, Turn West Design 
and Valerie’s Furniture & Accents.

Horse Tack
Cave Creek is a town of equestrians and our love 
affair goes well beyond riding. Saddles, saddle blankets, 
lassos, spurs and horseshoes are reminders of a not-so-
distant trail blazing past that find their way beyond the 
barn and into our homes. 

Local source: Family-owned Dynamite Horseman Supply 
has been serving the North Valley for 17 years. 

Kokopelli
Revered by the Hohokum, Hopi and other ancestral Pueblo 
peoples, the humpbacked flute player represents fertility. 
Along with the howling coyote and the gecko, Kokopelli is 
visual shorthand for the Southwest. Depictions of human 
figures and critters are found in ancient petroglyphs 
and pictographs on rocks and in caves throughout the 
American Southwest. 

Local source: Mexicana Rose offers a wide-ranging selection 
of kitschy and colorful metal and ceramic yard art. 

Luminarias
Come Christmas, the Southwest is aglow with luminarias, 
simple brown paper bags are filled with sand and 
a small votive that is lit at dusk. Many North Valley 
residents eschew bright electric lights in favor of 
luminarias.

Local source: The 2014 Cave Creek Luminaria Run is 
open to spectators as well as participants. Luminarias 
also line the road to Spur Cross Ranch Conservation 
Area for the annual Christmas pageant.   

Mesquite
Found throughout northern Mexico and the southwestern United States, the 
plentiful (i.e., sustainable) hardwood has long been popular in furniture making. 
Tabletops and mantels inlaid with turquoise are especially Southwestern.

Local source: Check Out Valerie’s Furniture & Accents for an eclectic array of 
handmade pieces.

Navajo Rugs
Along with Mexican serapes and Pendleton blankets, these colorful textiles are 
used to add texture, character, color, warmth and softness to a space.

Local source: Visit the Spur Cross Trading Post for a selection of old and new 
items.

Saguaros 
As denizens of the Sonoran Desert know, the statuesque and long-lived 
saguaro is a protected species. The woody ribs of the saguaro, when 
responsibly harvested, make for a unique accent that finds its way into 
headboards, lamps and cabinets. 

Local source: The Cave Creek Tumbleweed Hotel sells saguaro skeletons of 
various sizes. Their arms resemble angel wings. 

Jeans 
Denim has been used for clothing since the 
late 18th century. And while jeans are now 
undisputedly high fashion, early wearers were 
miners, ranchers and farmers who needed 
comfortable, durable dungarees.

Local source: Kimes Ranch (formerly Longhorn 
Jean Company) has a long history in the horse 
and cattle industry, as the horns emblazoned on 
the back pocket boast. 

Copper
Arizona mines more copper than any other state. 
Custom-made copper tables and bars are hammered 
and chemically treated to exude burnished warmth.

Local source: Valerie’s Furniture & Accents


